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TO BUILD AND StRENGtHEN FAMILIES

You may be surprised to �nd 

that there is still work for PACT 

to do in the 21st century, but 

the sad truth is that, however 

wealthy we as a society 

become, there are still some 

people � adults and children 

� who need our care and 

concern.  PACT staff tackle issues such as domestic 

violence, debt and homelessness; they �nd new 

families for children who can no longer remain 

with their birth families, giving these children 

fresh hope for the future; it trains and supports 

those working in the care sector with vulnerable 

adults and children in both residential and day 

care settings. 

PACT is an excellent example of  �When you 

needed a neighbour, we were there.�

The Right Reverend John Pritchard 
Lord Bishop of Oxford and President of PACT

Welcome by Yvette Gayford, Chief Executive
Looking back over a year 

in which PACT became a 

grateful bene�ciary of the 

valuable fundraising activities 

of the Wives and Girlfriends 

of Reading FC, I have been 

struck by the similarities 

between their motivation and 

ours: the Royal Families, as 

they called themselves, wanted to offer support and 

encouragement to children and families experiencing 

dif�cult times � to do something practical and get 

involved. They also wanted to raise awareness of some 

of the issues facing families today. This was all carried 

out with dignity and thoughtfulness.

Whilst the association with Reading FC has to end, 

PACT will continue to work creatively in partnership 

with others to �nd the �hard to reach� and make a real 

and lasting difference to the lives of children and their 

families and individuals in need. 

This summary review of just four pages can only give a 

glimpse of how PACT goes about its business but there 

is a full version of our Annual Review awaiting you if you 

visit our website at www.pactcharity.org or contact us 

in any of the ways listed on the back page.

I do hope that this summary whets your appetite to learn 

how more about how PACT itself goes from strength to 

strength as we �build and strengthen families�.



Adoption

Following the 
implementation of the 
Adoption and Children 
Act 2005, adoption 
agencies throughout  
the UK experienced a 
slowing down in the  
links being made. 

This resulted, in part, from the 
requirement that each child 
placed for adoption needed to 
be subject to a Placement Order. 
The courts were overwhelmed 
with requests, hence the delay 
in moving children swiftly into 
adoption placements.  This delay 
appears to have lessened and 
PACT has been successful in 

recruiting a number of families 
this past year who are now in 
the process of being linked  
with children.

PACT takes the commitment to 
support families � for a lifetime, 
if need be � very seriously 
and has created different 
opportunities for families to pick 
and choose what suits them at 
the time. Over the past year, 
more services have been added 
to the range which now includes 
the Fostering and Adoption 
Consultation and Therapy 
Service (FACTS); family therapy; 
a Dads� Support Group; 24 hour 
online support services; 24 hour 
telephone help; homeopathy and 

nutritionist consultations; post-
approval training workshops and 
a post-approval handbook and 
one-to-one support from a PACT 
Social Worker.

In the �eld of inter-country 
adoption, PACT�s enquiries 
from prospective inter-
country adopters increased 
over 50% in 2006-07 and its 
geographical remit (that is, 
those local authorities which 
have contracted with PACT to 
provide an inter-country service) 
extended. PACT welcomes 
enquiries about the inter-country 
adoption service by any of the 
contact means on the back page.

Fostering

PACT�s fostering service 
expanded to recruit any family 
able to offer a permanent home 
in Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire and was 
awarded preferred status for 
2007 by Hampshire County 
Council�s Children�s Services, 
a status that will be reviewed 
annually. 

We appointed a Senior 
Practitioner to champion 
recruitment and support whilst 
the fostering team continues 
to work closely with, and value 
the work of, the carers who 
provide such an excellent service 
to those children already in 
permanent placement.

Training needs are always on the 
agenda of the Carers� Support 
Group and have addressed such 
issues as complaints; helping 
a child settle into an existing 
family; safe caring and the role  
of the supervising Social Worker.
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Housing and Community Services

Working with a range 
of local authorities, 
housing associations 
and other voluntary 
sector organisations 
and networks, PACT’s 
Housing and Community 
division is a leading 
provider, improving the 
life chances of children, 
young people and  
their families. 

Our development team evolves 
effective services in response 
to identi�ed need. An example 
of this is our community groups, 
which include a young parents� 
group in a small Oxfordshire 
town and an Asian Women�s 

group in Maidenhead � both 
providing a lifeline of intensive 
one-to-one support.

PACT successfully manages a 
number of Children�s Centres 
on behalf of local authorities, 
delivering a range of �exible 
programmes in diverse ways  
to meet local needs and the 
�Every Child Matters� agenda. 
Our outreach work often takes 
place in families� own homes, 
focusing upon housing, debt  
and parenting and a range 
of other issues. Drop-in 
sessions offer open access in a 
super�cially informal manner, but 
with carefully planned outcomes 
to ensure that families and 
children may experience and 
explore a range of ideas and 

learn about concepts that may 
be new to them.  

In 2006, PACT also set up pilot 
extended schools programmes 
based in their Children�s Centres.

Family member

Total number of individual attendances
at our Centres in 2006–07 was 23129
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PACT Education

PACT Education provides the 
opportunity for individuals 
to build and replenish their 
working �tool box�. We challenge 
attitudes, stereotypes and 
opinions. We endeavour to open 
people�s minds to new ideas 
and possibilities; we provide 
access to and understanding of 
knowledge, theories and skills.  
We discuss how to adapt and 
develop these, how to apply 
them to different and dif�cult 
situations; how to make sense 
of them and make them our 
own to use with con�dence  
and competence.

In 2006�07 we have seen a 
sustained intake for our Level 4 
Managers� programme, despite 
the ending of funding towards 
this quali�cation; continued 
successful negotiation of 

important sources of funding 
from the Learning Skills Council, 
Skills for Care and Business  
Link, which have provided 
invaluable contributions to 
employers for the cost of 
training their staff teams, and 
participation in the development 
of a Workbook for the new 
national Induction Standards for 
the Children�s Workforce.

PACT has also participated in a 
national project to collect 

much needed information about 
the social care workforce to 
inform Government policy more 
accurately with the intention 
of improving the allocation of 
resources or services.  We 
have also played a major part 
in developing arrangements to 
offer a national quali�cation for 
teaching parenting skills, in line 
with the Government Parenting 
Academy Initiative. 



Parents And Children Together 
7 Southern Court, South Street, Reading, RG1 4QS  

T: 0118 938 7600   F: 0118 959 4884   E: info@pactcharity.org

Parents And Children Together (Education) 
2 Southern Court, South Street, Reading, RG1 4QS  

T: 0118 921 7640   F: 0118 957 5008   E: education@pactcharity.org 

www.pactcharity.org 

You can contact us at one of these addresses  

or e-mail individual departments on: 

adoption@pactcharity.org

fostering@pactcharity.org

family@pactcharity.org

education@pactcharity.org

personnel@pactcharity.org 

Parents And Children Together registered as the Oxford Diocesan Council for Social Work, inc. A company limited by guarantee and not having a share capital. 
Registered in England no 1636098, Registered in England as a charity no 285214. Registered of�ce: 7 Southern Court, South Street, Reading, RG1 4QS. 

Working in Partnership

PACT Adoption
Local authorities 
Bath and NE Somerset Council
Bedfordshire County Council
Borough of Poole 
Bracknell Forest Borough Council
Brighton and Hove City Council
Bristol City Council
Buckinghamshire County Council
Cambridgeshire County Council
Devon County Council 
Dorset County Council 
East Sussex County Council 
Gloucestershire County Council 
Hampshire County Council
Luton Borough Council
Milton Keynes Borough Council
Oxfordshire County Council
Peterborough City Council
Reading Borough Council 
Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead
Slough Borough Council
Suffolk County Council
Torbay Council 
West Berkshire District Council
West Sussex County Council
Wiltshire County Council
Wokingham Borough Council

Many other local authorities for the 
purposes of adoption linking

Other agencies and organisations
ACEVO (Association of Chief Executives of 
Voluntary Organisations)
British Association for Adoption and 

Fostering
Consortium of Voluntary Adoption Agencies
Diocesan Adoption Agencies Group
National Council of Voluntary Child Care 
Organisations

PACT Education
Berkshire Care Association 
Berkshire Learning and Skills Council
Business Link
CACHE (Council for Awards in Children�s 
Care and Education) 
City & Guilds
Edexcel
National Open College Network
Parenting UK
Reading Safer Families
Reading Borough Council
Skills for Care (SE)
SCA (Social Care Association) 
South East NVQ Partnership (TSI) 
Wokingham Borough Council 
West Berkshire District Council

PACT Housing and Community
Aylesbury Vale District Council 
Bearwood Lakes
Berkshire Masonic Charity
Bletchley & Fenny Stratford Town Council 
Bracknell Forest Borough Council
Bromford Housing 
Buckinghamshire Foundation 
CAFCASS Milton Keynes (Children and 
Family Court Advisory and Support Service) 
Children in Need
Citi�nancial 

Connection Floating Support 
Deanery of Wycombe
Diocese of Oxford
Earley Charities
Friends of PACT
Hampshire County Council
Hilton Hotel, Bracknell
Lloyds TSB
Local Network Fund
M F Wright Will Trust
Microsoft
Milton Keynes City Council
Oxfordshire County Council
PACT Volunteers
Reading Area Charities Together
Reading Borough Council
Reading Voluntary Action
Richard Desmond Trust
Roald Dahl Foundation
Rotary Clubs
Rothschild Foundation
Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead
SOHA (South Oxfordshire Housing 
Association)
St Mary and All Saints� School, Coley Park
Stonham Housing
Sports Relief
Surrey County Council
Supporting People
Sutton Courtenay All Saints� Primary School 
Thames Valley Partnership
Unilever 
Wycombe District Council 
Youth Focus
Zenith Builders

PACT works in partnership with many other agencies; it is also supported by individuals and other funders. The list 

below will give a �avour of the networking and liaison which we undertake with others.

Accounts 2006–07

WHERE PACT’S MONEY CAME FROM

£2,693k Total income
HOW PACT SPENT ITS INCOME

£2,693k Total expenditure

£899k Fees – Adoption and fostering

£150k Donations, legacies, fundraising and other income

£164k Decreases in reserves

£223k Housing benefits and Supporting People income

£359k Fees – training and others

£232k Oxford Diocesan Board of Finance

£666k Grants for specific projects

£896k Placing of children for adoption, fostering and post-adoption work

£272k Deficits arising on pension schemes

£140k Governance and cost of raising voluntary funds

£363k PACT Education

£1,022k Housing and community work


